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to have exposed themselves to the hazard of a war, in
which it would have been the interest of every prince of
Europe who regarded justice or posterity to wish their
defeat.

Now they see us engaged in a war, my lords, they may
be animated to a more daring contempt of the faith of
treaties, and insult us with yet greater confidence of suc-
cess, as they cannot but remark the cowardice or the igno-
rance with which we have hitherto carried on this war.
They cannot but observe that either our minister means in
reality to make war rather upon the Britons than the
Spaniards, or that he is totally unacquainted with military
affairs, and too vain to ask the opinion of others who have
greater knowledge than himself.

Nothing, my lords, is more apparent than that the mi-
nister was forced, by the continual clamours of the nation,
to declare war, contrary to his own inclination, and that he
always affected to charge it upon others, and to exempt
himself from the imputation of it. It is, therefore, proba-
ble that he has not acted on this occasion so wisely as
even his own experience and penetration might, if they
were honestly employed, enable him to act, and that he
has suffered our counsels to be embarrassed; that he sees
with great tranquillity those suffering by the war,- at whose
request it was begun, and imagines it a proof of the excel-
lence of his own scheme, that those who forced him to
break it, may in time repent of their importunities.

For that in the management of the war, my lords, no
regard has been had either to the advantages which the
course of our trade inevitably gives to our enemies, or to
the weakness to which the extent of their dominions ne-
cessarily subjects them, that neither the interest of the
merchant has been consulted, nor the ease of the nation
in general regarded, that the treasure of the publick has
been squandered, and that our military preparations have
intimidated no nation but our own, is evident beyond con^-
tradiction.

It is well known, my lords, to every man but the mi-
nister, that we have nothing to fear from either the fleets